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burst 2 vb. To break fan fold continuous-feed paper apart at 
its perf orations, resulting in a stack of separate sheets. 

burster n* A device used to burst, or break apart at the 
perforations, fanfold continuous- feed paper. 

burst extended-dataKwt RAM n. See BEDO DRAM. 

burst mode n. A method of data transfer in which infor- 
mation is collected and sent as a unit in one high-speed 
transmission. In burst mode, an input/output device takes 
control of a multiplexer channel for the time required to 
send its data. In effect, the multiplexer, which normally 
merges input from several sources into a single high-Speed 
data stream, becomes a channel dedicated to the needs of 
one device until the entire transmission has been sent. 
Bursx mode is used both in communications and between 
devices in a computer system. See also burst 1 . 

burst rate n. See burst speed (definition I). 

burst speed n. L The fasiest speed at which a device can 
operate without interruption. For example, various com- 
munications devices (as on networks) can send data in 
bursts, and the speed of such equipment is sometimes 
measured a? the burst speed (the speed of data transfer 
while the burst is being executed). Also called: bum rate. 
2. The number of characters per second that a printer can 
print on one line without a carriage remm or linefeed. 
Burst speed measures the actual speed of printing, without 
consideration of the time taken to advance paper or to 
move the print head back to the left margin. Almost 
always, the speed claimed by the manufacturer is the burst 
speed. By contrast, throughput is the number of characters 
per second when one or more entire pages of text are 
being primed and is a more practical measurement of 
Printer speed in real-life situations, 

bursty adj. Transmitting data in spurts, or bunts, rather 
than in a continuous stream. 

bus n. A set of hardware lines (conductors) used for data 
transfer among the corrrponerm of a computer system. A 
bus is essentially a shared highway that connects different 
parts of the system — including the processor, disk-ifrive 
controller, memory, and input/output ports — and enables 
mem to transfer information, the bus consists of special- 
ized groups of lines that carry different types of informa- 
tion. One group of lines carries data: another carries 
memory addresses (locations) where data items are to be 
found: yet another carries control signals. Buses are char- 
acterized by rhe number of bits they can transfer at a single 
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bus enumerator 

lime, equivalent to the number of wires within the bus. A 
computer with a 32-bit address bus and a J 6-bit data bus. 
for example, can transfer 1 6 bics or data at a time from any 
of 2 ?z memory locations. Mosi PCs con lain one or more 
expansion slots into which additional board* con be 
plugeed to connect them to the bus. 

bus enumerator n. A device driver that identities devices 
located on s specific bu$ and assigns a, unique identifica- 
tion code to each device. The bus enumerator is responsi- 
ble for loading information about the devices onto the 
hardware tree. See cho bus. device driver, hardware tree. 

bus extender «. 1. A device that expands the capacity of 
3 ou>. For example. IBM PC/AT computers used a bus 
extender to add onto the earlier PC bus and allow the use 
of lo-bu expansion boards in addition to 3*bil boards. See 
akn bus. 2. A special board used by engineers to taise an 
add-on board above the computer's cabinet making it eas- 
ier to work on the circuit board. 

business graphics n. See presentation graphics. 

business Information system n A combination of 
computers, printers, communication* equipment, and 
other devices designed to handle data. A completely auto- 
mated business information system receives, processes, 
and stores data; transfers information as needed; and pro* 
duces reports or printouts or. demand. Acraixm: BIS- See 
aiso management information system, 

business logic /r. A set of rules and calculations built 
into a business information application. The application 
uses business logic to sort incoming information and 
respond accordingly. Business logic Functions as a set of 
guidelines thai ensure the application's actions conform to 
the specific needs of a business, 
business software n. Any computer application 
designed primarily for cse in business, as opposed to sci- 
entific use or entertainment. Ir. addition to the well-known 
areas of word processing, spreadsheets, databases, and 
communications, business software for mictocompuiers 
also encompasses such applications as accounting, pay- 
mil. financial planning, project management, decision and 
support systems, personnel record maimenancc. and office 
management. 



Business Software Alliance •:. ir.;?ma:;on£i 
tion of computer sofiware companies that promcie: r>= 
interest* of the software industry. This alliance fx-s'- - 
educating the public on the importance of software, 
advancing free and open world trade, and 
latton opposing software piracy and Internet rhef:. Tn 
Business Software Alliance has offices in the Unitec 
States. Europe, and Asia, with members in more thar. ■? 
nations around the world. Acronym: BSA. 

busfneee-to-bueJneeft «. See B2B. 

buslness-to-consumer n. See B2C. 

bus mastering «. In modem bus architectures, the 
of a device controller card— a network adapter or a d:s.-: 
controller, for example— to bypass the CPU and won. 
directly with other devices ro transfer data into and cv.: v 
memory. Enabling devices to take temporary control : : 
the system bus for data transfer and bus mastering free- 
the CPU for other work. This m aim improves perfor- 
mance in tasks, such as video replay and multiple-use- 
queries to large databases, chat require simultaneous iss 
access and intensive processing. The technology kno-- « 
direct memory access (DMA ) is a well-known examr li : 
bus mastering. See also bus. controller, direct memor 
access. Compare PJO. 

bus mouse a. A mouse that attaches to the compute: " : 
bus through a special card or pon rather than through a 
serial port. See also mouse. Compaw serial mouse. 

bus network n. A topology (configuration) for a LAN 
(local area network) in which all nodes are connected 
main communications line (bus). On a hus network, izds 
node monitors activity on the line. Messages are detect 
by all nodes but are accepted only by the node<s) to * z 
they are addressed. A malfunctioning node ceases to . 
municate but does not disrupt operation (as it might c : 
ring network, in which messages are passed from one 
node to the nett). To avoid collision* that occur wner. ra 
or more nodes try to use the Ime at the same time, : 
works commonly rely on collision detection or token re* 
ing to regulate traffic. Sec the illustration. Also coiled 
topology, linear bus. See aho collision detection, cectt^ 
tion. CSjMA/CD. token bus network, token passing. 0. 
pane ring network, star network. 
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